etworks have become increasingly pervasive in our lives: social networks not only have a defining impact on consumer choice but are also central in social and political decisions, ranging from political discourse in the blogosphere to the organization and coordination of protests in the Arab spring. Economic and financial transactions also increasingly occur over large, complex, dynamically changing networks, which not only contributes to the efficient allocation of resources, but also occasionally creates large, systemic, and poorly understood risks. Similarly, network effects are now seen as major elements in healthcare, smart power grids, urban transportation, and more.
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